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Fact vs Fiction
What You Need to Know About SEO in the Age of AI
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Group Exercise: Where Do You Go?

You need quick dinner ideas for the week:
a. Pulling a recipe book off the shelf
b. “Googling” it
c. Asking ChatGPT, Gemini, etc.
d. Going to TikTok or YouTube

Group Exercise: Where Do You Go?

Learning a new skill:
a. Reading a manual
b. Searching Google for answers
c. Asking ChatGPT, Gemini, etc. for a step-by-step process
d. Searching for a YouTube video
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Group Exercise: Where Do You Go?

Candidate preparing for a job interview:
a. Asking a mentor or friend
b. Searching Google for tips and suggestions
c. Having a conversation with AI and running through sample 

interview questions and coaching
d. Completely winging it and hoping to stay on unemployment
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Put Yourself in Your Buyer’s Shoes
Your warehouse is short 5 forklift operators. Production ramps 
up Monday. You need help, now. Where are you going?:

a. Google
b. ChatGPT or Gemini
c. Ask Your LinkedIn Network
d. Ask a Colleague/Peer
e. All of the Above
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Fiction #1: SEO is dead.

Reality: SEO didn’t die. Search evolved.
• People search in more places than ever before.
• AI is changing how people discover 

information—not whether they search.
• Ranking alone isn't enough anymore.
• Visibility now includes Google, AI, social, video, 

communities, and more.

Fiction #2: AI Overviews 
are Killing Traffic
Reality: AI Overviews are changing traffic…not 
eliminating it.
• Some informational searches now get answered 

directly in search.
• Clicks may decrease but the people who do click 

often have higher intent.
• Commercial, local, and hiring-related searches 

still generate valuable website visits.
• The goal is no longer more traffic. 

It's better traffic.
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Fiction #3: Nobody Reads 
Websites Anymore
Reality: People still visit. Now it’s just later but 
with more intent. 
• Buyers use AI to narrow their options. 
• They visit your website to validate, compare and 

make decisions.
• Your website is the place where trust is earned.
• Strong websites convert AI recommendations 

into leads. 

Fiction #4: Blogging 
Doesn’t Work Anymore
Reality: Random blogging is dead. Helpful 
expertise and buyer enablement wins.
• AI doesn't reward publishing for the sake of 

publishing.
• One-off blog posts rarely build authority.
• Topical authority and clusters outperform 

random content.
• The companies that answer the most customer 

questions become the trusted resource.
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Fiction #5: Keywords 
Don’t Matter Anymore
Reality: Keywords kinda still matter. But intent 
matters more. 
• People still search, but keywords are more likely 

questions now.
• AI understands context and it’s not just based on 

exact-match keywords. 
• Topical authority beats keyword stuffing.
• The winning formula is to answer the searcher’s 

real question.

Fiction #6: AI Writes 
Better SEO Content
Reality: AI accelerates content. Experts create 
authority. 
• AI is excellent at organizing and accelerating 

ideas.
• AI doesn’t have your exact first-hand staffing 

experience. 
• Original insights, case studies, opinions create 

differentiation.
• The best content combines AI efficiency with 

your secret sauce.
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Fiction #7: I Need to 
Optimize for ChatGPT
Reality: You need to optimize to become the 
best answer.
• AI platforms change constantly.
• They all use different signals.
• Chasing one platform is a losing strategy.
• Build the answer they all want to recommend.

“Okay...so how DOES AI actually 
decide who to recommend?”

SEO isn’t dead.

Websites still matter.

Expertise matters.

Don’t chase platforms.
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How you can become the answer.

5 Signals to Build AI Confidence

AI recommends companies that demonstrate depth, 
not just relevance. 

Signal #1: Authority
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AI recommends companies that demonstrate real-
world experience…not just well-written content. 

Signal #2: Expertise
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AI trusts companies that others trust. 

Signal #3: Proof
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AI trusts companies whose story is 
consistent everywhere.

Signal #4: Consistency
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AI wants to know you’re still active, relevant 
and engaged. 

Signal #5: Freshness
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Where to Go From Here
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• Brand IQ
• Company messaging
• Brand voice + Visual identity

• Strategy OS
• Target ICPs + Buyer personas
• Competitor analysis

• Content Suite
• Automated blogs, SEO/AIO, and social media
• Thought leadership content
• Branded email publications

• Rogue Intelligence
• Marketing analytics + Market intelligence

Introducing RogIQ
The AI Marketing Operating System

https://www.haleymarketing.com/rogiq-first-100/

All Fully Managed 
for $1650/month
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1.888.696.2900   |   @haleymarketing    |   haleymarketing.com

Reach out to our team today.
1.888.696.2900 | info@haleymarketing.com

Questions?
Need help with your staffing website?


